
  

PROCLAMATION 
In Recognition of Tom Reilly 

 

WHEREAS, When Tom Reilly moved to the Brookhaven area in 1953, it was largely wilderness, full 
of forest and wetlands; and 

WHEREAS  Tom Reilly has seen the passing years bring about the development of the manmade world, 
often to the detriment of the natural world; and  

WHEREAS,  Tom Reilly worked to protect and preserve the natural environment and became a relentless 
advocate for wildlife and a dedicated steward of the ecosystem; and   

WHEREAS,  Tom Reilly has volunteered for the National Wildlife Federation for 15 years and served 
as the local Volunteer Area Habitat Coordinator, working diligently to secure the annual 
certification of several local Wildlife Federation Community Habitats; and  

WHEREAS,  Tom Reilly played a vital role in setting up habitats, clearing trails, manning recruitment 
booths, publishing wildlife articles, establishing ecology clubs, making presentations, and 
helping create and pass Brookhaven’s Tree Protection Ordinance; and   

 
WHEREAS,  Tom Reilly as a child walked the beautiful grounds and saw the rock quarry at Osborne 

Park area, and later took a stance to protect and preserve Osborne Park along with other 
parks of Brookhaven;  

 
WHEREAS,  Tom Reilly is a member of the Brookhaven Tree Conservancy and has provided support 

and service to ensure the continued preservation of the metro Atlanta Tree Canopy; and  
 
WHEREAS,  Tom Reilly has advocated to reduce the use of herbicides while supporting the removal of 

invasive plants and protecting native plants in Osborne Park, Murphey Candler Park and 
other parks; and  

 
WHEREAS,  Tom Reilly has served not only our City, but our Nation, by serving with distinction in 

the Army, C Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment, 199th Light Infantry 
Brigade, during the Vietnam War, service for which he was awarded a Bronze Star 
Medal, and two Purple Hearts; and  

 
WHEREAS,  Tom Reilly’s health now precludes his continuing service to the National Wildlife 

Federation, forcing him to resign from this important role, a loss that will be felt by the 
Brookhaven residents, Council, Boards, Commissions, Committees, and City staff.      

 
THEREFORE, I, John Arthur Ernst, Mr., Mayor of the City of Brookhaven, and on behalf of the 
Brookhaven Council do hereby recognize and commemorate Tom Reilly for his devotion and public service 
to the wildlife, natural environment and City of Brookhaven.    
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council hereby publicly and officially rename 
the Remington Road greenspace in honor of Tom Reilly.   



  
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of Brookhaven, 
Georgia, to be affixed, this 24th day of August 2021. 

        SEAL  


